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by marriage with Oliver H Payne and had become
a large stockholder in Standard Oil, had secured
control of the Consolidated Gas Company of New
York. The latter company in turn had acquired
control of several competing gas companies, hither-
to identified with the old City Bank interests.
Then in 1899 had occurred the spectacular merger
with the Edison Illuminating Company of New
York. By one stroke all the lighting companies
in New York City were brought under one con-
trol It looked as though the Morgan star was
about to be eclipsed by a more powerful luminary.